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PE  TAKE  PLEASURE  in  presenting  to  you  our  twenty-fifth  anni- 
versary calendar  as  a memento  of  the  work  of  our  Evangelical- 
Reformed  Church  in  Honduras.  By  means  of  photographs  and  word 
sketches  this  work  is  portrayed  in  its  growth  during  twenty-five  years. 
This  portrayal,  however,  is  inadequate  in  presenting  a perspective  of 
the  actual  structure  of  the  Church  in  Honduras  or  in  giving  a true 
picture  of  how  the  gifts  of  love  made  by  the  home  Church  were  used, 
or  of  the  arduous  labors  expended,  the  agony  of  prayer  spent.  The 
worthy  observance  of  any  event  is  not  so  much  an  exhibition  of  accom- 
plishments or  the  ceremonial  manifestation  of  our  sentiments,  as  it  is 
a retrospective  in  which  we  recognize  "what  God  hath  wrought,”  through 
humble  hearts  and  hands,  with  accompanying  gratitude  springing  forth, 
and  a perspective  of  future  tasks  and  possibilities  affording  a reorien- 
tation of  plans  of  procedure  and  evoking  a reconsecration  of  ourselves 
and  our  efforts.  To  this  end  we  have  prepared  this  calendar  and  heartily 
invite  you  to  join  the  members  of  the  Board  of  International  Missions  and 
those  of  the  mission  staff  and  national  workers  in  commemorating  this 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  year  of  1946. 

About  a year  ago  a visitor  at  the  Mission  in  San  Pedro  Sula,  who 
had  seen  the  beginnings  of  the  work  twenty-five  years  ago,  appraised  its 
growth  during  a quarter  of  a century  with  the  words,  "WHAT  GOD 
HATH  WROUGHT."  These  words  have  subsequently  been  chosen  as 
the  theme  of  our  celebration.  It  is  hard  to  see  and  still  harder  to  describe 
for  our  readers  at  home  what  God  has  wrought.  When  we  look  at  the 
work  of  the  Mission — the  churches,  the  chapels,  the  schools,  the  homes; 
even  when  we  look  at  the  personnel — the  staff  of  workers  both  foreign 
and  national,  the  congregations,  the  students,  we  do  not  wholly  see  what 
the  Gospel  has  wrought  in  Honduras. 

During  the  period  corresponding  to  World  War  II  in  Europe,  our 
Evangelical-Reformed  church  was  able  to  launch  in  Honduras  a building 
program  that  will  ever  be  a memorial  to  the  constructive  good  will  of 
Christian  endeavors.  Christian  men,  women  and  children  contributed  to 
the  building  of  the  auditorium  of  tlie  Paul  Menzel  Memorial  School  in 
San  Pedro  Sula,  the  Evangelical  churches  in  San  Pedro  Sula,  Yoro, 
Puerto  Cortes  and  Villanueva,  the  missionary  home  and  the  library  in 
Yoro.  The  completion  of  the  Menzel  Memorial  School  by  the  addition 
of  two  wings  for  classrooms  will  be  realized  during  the  anniversary 
year.  Funds  are  at  hand  and  plans  almost  completed  for  the  erection  of  a 
church  in  Pinalejo  and  a large  downtown  community  center  in  San 
Pedro  Sula.  But  buildings  are  merely  a means  to  an  end. 


"Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth." — The  Gospel  has  had  a cleansing, 
preserving  and  savoring  influence  on  the  national  life  of  Honduras. 
Thousands  have  heard  the  Good  News  of  God’s  love  and  salvation  in 
Jesus.  At  the  annual  Bible  convention  the  Gospel  reaches  more  than 
five  hundred  individuals  directly,  gathered  from  towns,  villages  and 
hamlets.  Literally  the  lame,  the  halt,  and  the  blind  come  from  the 
highways  and  byways  to  the  King’s  banquet.  A vigorous  evangelistic 
campaign  during  the  year  reaches  hundreds  of  others.  Through  the 
ciiildren  who  attend  our  primary  and  normal  schools  the  Gospel  pene- 
trates into  homes  otherwise  not  reached.  In  twenty-five  years  the  mision 
nvANGELiCA  has  become  an  accepted  and  esteemed  institution  in  Honduras 
culture  and  its  permeating  influence,  its  leavening  effect  in  society,  can- 
not be  measured  by  any  criterion  that  we  possess. 

The  doors  of  opportunity  are  wide  open.  In  order  to  occupy  the 
fields  that  are  open,  many  more  workers  are  needed  on  the  Mission 
staff.  The  opening  of  two  new  stations  are  planned,  one  at  Progreso 
and  one  at  Concepcion  del  Norte.  The  latter  is  to  be  a medical  center. 
The  ministry  of  healing  has  always  been  practiced  by  the  missionaries 
as  best  they  could;  but  since  1937,  when  the  missionary  nurse  retired 
from  the  field,  no  nurse  has  been  on  the  staff.  A missionary,  a doctor 
and  a nurse  have  been  called,  but  the  expansion  of  the  work,  as  well 
as  the  need  for  concentrated  effort  in  centers  already  occupied,  demands 
still  more  volunteers.  There  is  room  for  advancement  in  the  field  of 
education,  but  the  limited  number  of  workers  has  restricted  us.  New 
goals  to  be  reached  in  the  not  too  distant  future  are  the  forming  of  a 
Honduras  Synod  and  the  ordination  of  a national  ministry.  Overtures 
have  been  made  to  found  a union  Christian  college  and  a union  theo- 
logical seminary,  by  the  different  denominations  operating  in  the  Carib- 
bean area. 

In  Honduras  and  throughout  Latin  America  thousands  of  candles 
burn  on  the  altars  of  the  Roman  Church  and  around  the  bier  of  the  dead; 
but  where  the  Gospel  has  entered  into  the  hearts  of  men  and  women 
they  no  longer  set  candles  about  the  altar  or  at  the  feet  of  a patron 
saint,  for  they  themselves  are  living  candles  lit  by  Christ  and  burning 
with  love  for  God  and  man.  This  is  what  God  has  wrought  during 
twenty-five  years. 

May  the  year  1946  be  a year  of  grace  and  peace  for  all  our  friends 
and  co-laborers  in  Christ,  is  the  wish  of 
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Arrival  oi  First  Missionaries  and  Early  Days 


'UfANUARY  1,  1920 — Rev.  Henry  A.  Dewald  arrived  at  Puerto  Cortes, 
^ commissioned  to  find  a suitable  location  for  the  work  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church  in  Honduras. 


February  14,  1921 — What  more  beautiful  valentine  could  the  three 
pioneer  missionaries  have  desired  as  they  first  sighted  the  verdant  shores 
of  Honduras,  palm-fringed,  with  scallops  of  mountain  ranges  dipping 
into  an  indigo-blue  bay  and  its  colorful  native  life  all  about.  What 
more  appropriate  text  than  the  first  two  verses  of  Psalm  121,  during 
those  pioneer  days  as  a source  of  comfort  and  strength. 


That  first  year  a school  was  started,  preaching  services  begun,  evan- 
gelistic trips  made,  a Sunday  School  opened  and  English  classes  given 
in  a night  school.  A beginning  had  been  made.  That  was  twenty-five 
years  ago ! 
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Sunday  School — San  Pedro  Sula 


§AN  PEDRO  SULA.  second  largest  city  of  Honduras,  with  24,000 
inhabitants,  is  the  center  of  our  work.  Primary  School  and  Normal 
Institute,  a full  congregational  program,  supervision  of  preaching  stations, 
evangelistic  visitation  to  banana  camps,  villages  and  mountain  hamlets 
keeps  the  staff  occupied.  Railroad,  auto  roads,  plane  service,  as  well  as 
mule-trails,  branch  out  from  this  most  progressive  city  of  Honduras. 

What  a change  in  twenty-five  years!  Going  along  a street  in  1921, 
the  one  Evangelical  we  knew  was  stoned  by  the  boys  of  the  street.  Today 
in  16  Sunday  schools,  located  in  the  three  departments  of  the  republic, 
1775  members  are  enrolled.  We  found  no  Evangelical  welcome  in  1921. 
Today  there  are  many  who  greet  us  in  His  name. 
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S^INCE  the  establishment  of  school  work  in  San  Pedro  in  1921 — 1407 
^ pupils  have  entered  our  Primary  School,  the  yearly  enrollment  in- 
creasing from  12  to  165.  The  regular  staff  ^nsists  of  a missionary 
directress  and  six  national  Christian  teachers.  Our  first  pupil  0^1921, 
the  mother  of  three  children  now  attending  her  Alma  Mater,  is  a teacher 

The  primary  purpose  of  our  school  is  spiritual;  our  therne:  The 
fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom.”  The  results  of  the  giving 
out  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  varied: 

^ gifl a tract — a station  in  Yoro — a Christian  teacher  provided 

for  our  School  in  San  Pedro  Sula  , , • 

A Bible  sold — a mother  converted — a sister  teaching  our  school  in 


"My  Word  shall  not  return  unto  Me  void.”  Isa.  55:11 
PRAY  THAT  teachers  in  the  homeland  be  found  to  continue 
directing  of  the  Lord’s  work  in  the  mission  schools  in  Honduras; 
youth  of  Honduras  be  converted  and  consecrated  to  the  service  ot 
Lord  in  these  schools. 
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Sunday  School — La  Lima 
Center  of  "Bananaland" 


HEN  WE  FIRST  VISITED  La  Lima  in  the  mission  auto,  we  iield 
meetings  under  a large,  beautiful  tree  near  an  open-air  barber 
shop.  When  the  rainy  season  came,  folks  invited  us  to  the  porch  of  one 
of  the  barrack-like  homes  of  the  working  class.  The  attendance  grew,  the 
United  Fruit  Company  gave  us  a room,  then  two  rooms;  and  now  we 
have  a four-room  barrack  made  into  a chapel.  Here  we  hold  Sunday 
school  (average  attendance  115),  services,  young  people's  and  women's 
gatherings.  We  visit  over  twenty  other  banana  camps  as  regularly  as 
possible,  some  on  foot,  some  by  car.  more  by  rail. 


PRAY  for  the  faithful  group  of  Christians  among  the  6000  inhabi- 
tants of  La  Lima  and  the  isolated  banana  camps;  that  others  may  be 
drawn  to  Christ  who  is  able  to  give  them  "Life  Abundant." 
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The  Evatigeiical  Normal  School 


^ STABLISHED  in  San  Pedro  Sula  in  May,  1939,  it  has  met  a defi- 
^ nite  need  in  training  Christian  teachers  for  our  primary  schools. 
Its  five-year  course  of  study  is  that  of  the  government  normal  schools, 
with  an  additional  well-planned  course  in  Bible.  The  teaching  staff  in- 
cludes teachers  and  professional  men  and  women  of  the  city.  The  student 
body  has  grown  from  l6  to  68.  A dormitory  for  girls  and  a rented  house 
for  boys  accomodate  the  out-of-town  students. 

The  school  also  offers  a four-year  pre-theological  course  to  young 
men,  a two-year  course  to  young  women  training  for  Christian  service, 
and  a regular  high  school  course  to  a limited  number  of  students.  It  is 
unique  in  Elonduras  as  a center  of  higher  Christian  education  under 
government  regulations. 
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Visiting  Mountaineers 


^ MULE  TO  RIDE,  a mountain  to  climb,  a village  to  reach,  a soul 
^ to  teach — after  almost  twenty-five  years  of  service  in  Honduras,  we 
know  no  greater  joy.  Tracts,  New  Testaments,  picture  rolls  and  text- 
cards  used  in  house-to-house  visitation  culminate  in  evangelistic  services. 
Often  we  meet  in  a hut,  often  in  a larger  farm-house,  often  in  God’s  out- 
of-doors.  A flash-light,  a smoking  lantern,  a bonfire,  a full  moon  furnish 
light  to  penetrate  the  darkness  of  night,  God's  Word,  light  to  penetrate 
the  gloom  of  hearts.  A convert  here,  a convert  there,  a mud  house 
transformed  into  a light-house  for  others,  prove  that  the  entrance  of  God's 
Word  bringeth  light. 
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Pmalejo,  Department  of  Santa  Barbara 


flNALEJO,  SANTA  BARBARA,  a village  of  464  inhabitants,  lies  on 
the  edge  of  the  long  fertile  valleys  of  Quimistan  and  at  the  foot 
of  the  virgin  pine-covered  mountains  which  extend  the  full  length  of 
the  Guatemalan-Honduran  frontier.  Long  known  for  its  good  climate 
and  pure  water,  and  as  the  home  of  two  former  Honduran  presidents, 
in  the  last  decade  it  has  become  even  more  widely  recognized  as  a center 
of  the  Evangelical  Mission  with  its  congregation,  Sunday  school  (average 
attendance,  103),  primary  school  (forty  pupils),  theological  seminary, 
and  well-rounded  evangelistic  and  community  activities.  The  construc- 
tion of  a new  church  is  about  to  be  realized. 
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National  Evangelists 

^ HERE  ARE  various  agencies  through  which  the  preaching  of  Christ 

may  be  carried  on.  Yet  all  that  is  done  toward  that  end  may  be 
considered  permanent  and  ought  to  be  so  by  the  very  nature  of  our  task. 

We  have  early  felt  in  Honduras  that  if  our  work  were  to  be  per- 
manent, nationals  must  be  trained  to  carry  on  the  banner  of  Christ.  If 
the  Church  is  to  be  established  and  rightly  so  upon  an  indigenous  basis 
the  Honduran  must  take  his  place  in  the  leadership. 

We  are  proud  to  present  three  students  who  graduated  in  1945  after 
three  years  of  biblical  and  theological  studies  at  our  Seminario  Evangelko 
in  Pinalejo. 

We  are  expecting  great  things  from  these  consecrated  Honduran 
brothers  and  implore  your  supplications  on  their  behalf  and  that  many 
more  young  men  in  Honduras  might  consecrate  their  lives  to  the  Chris- 
tian ministry. 
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Congregation — Yoro 


“^HE  YORO  STATION  was  opened  in  1934.  Funds  donated  by  the 

women's  organization  of  the  home  church  made  possible  the  pur- 
chase of  two  large  town  lots  on  which  have  been  erected  a fine  church 
building,  a missionary  home  and  a library-reading-room.  They  also  have 
provided  a pasture  for  the  mules  used  on  evangelistic  trips.  A congre- 
gation was  organized  in  1937.  The  present  membership  is  twenty-seven. 
Twenty-six  adults  and  twenty-one  children  have  been  baptized.  A pri- 
mary school  was  begun  in  1945  with  nineteen  pupils  enrolled.  The 
Sunday  School  has  88  on  the  list.  Towns  and  villages  around  Yoro  are 
reached  only  by  mule  as  auto  roads  are  lacking, 

Yoro  is  100  miles  from  San  Pedro,  a journey  of  25  minutes  by  air 
or  3 days  by  mule.  We  are  responsible  for  63,000  people  in  this  depart- 
ment alone. 
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Christian  Endeavor — Yoro 


^ CHRISTIAN  ENDEAVOR  was  organized  in  Yoro  in  1944  with  a 
C'few  baptized  members.  Other  young  people  interested  in  the  Gospel 
attend  and  take  an  active  part. 

Services,  conducted  by  the  members  themselves,  are  held  twice  a 
month.  As  a group  they  present  the  Gospel  to  the  people  in  small  vil- 
lages near  Yoro. 

At  Christmas,  both  active  and  associate  members,  though  most  of 
them  come  from  poor  families,  find  a special  blessing  in  offering  gifts 
of  food  and  clothing  to  some  of  the  poorest  families  in  and  around 
Yoro.  Hymns  are  sung  and  the  Good  News  is  brought  to  those  families. 


1946 

1 

OCTOBER 

1946 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

• • 


"Good  News"  motor-boat 


PUERTO  CORTES,  the  most  progressive  port  of  the  republic,  exports 
millions  of  bunches  of  bananas,  thousands  of  feet  of  mahogany, 
some  sarsaparilla,  cattle,  coffee  and  cocoanuts.  A mixed  population  of 
native  Hondurans,  Negroes  from  Jamaica  and  Belize,  and  the  Canbs, 
(mixed  Indian-African)  offer  many  opportunities  for  evangelization. 
From  this  port,  31  villages  and  hamlets  are  reached  by  the  Gospel.  The 
"Good  News,’’  an  out-board  motor,  is  used  by  the  national  evangelist 
to  reach  the  Carib  villages  along  the  coast.  Three  Sunday  Schools  are 
conducted  in  the  three-mile  long  city.  The  work  is  carried  on  by  the 
national  evangelist  and  volunteer  laymen. 
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Missionaries  on  Field 

Sealed:  Miss  Louise  Vordenberg,  Mrs.  Walter  H.  Herrscher,  Rev, 
Walter  H,  Herrscher,  Rev,  Harold  N.  Auler,  Mrs.  Harold  N.  Auler.  Miss 
Anna  D.  Bechtold. 

Standing:  Mrs.  Elmer  Gumper,  Rev.  Elmer  Gumper,  Miss  Bertha 
Scheldt,  Rev.  Laverne  R.  Dauderman,  Mrs.  Elise  Vargas,  Mrs.  Maurice 
A,  Riedesel,  Rev.  Maurice  A.  Riedesel,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harold  N.  Auler, 
Jr.  (not  in  picture). 


E WERE  TWENTY-FIVE.  Ten  who  served  with  us  are  now  in  the 
i*  homeland:  Rev.  and  Mrs,  Henry  A,  Dewald,  Mrs.  Edith  B.  Melick, 
Mr.  Lewis  Wenrick,  Miss  Louise  Kurz,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Andres, 
Miss  Hulda  Sturm,  Miss  Frances  Knappenberger,  and  Miss  Louise  Kurtze. 

Nineteen  forty-six  will  mark  the  re-opening  of  medical  work  in 
Honduras  with  the  arrival  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Auler  on  the  field. 

We  are  your  messengers  to  Honduras  and  much  of  our  help  has 
come  from  our  many  friends  in  the  United  States  who  have  been  laborers 
together  with  us  here.  To  the  Lord  of  the  Harvest  be  praise  and  glory! 
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